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Ecumenical Patriarch Replies to Pope 


(Constantinople) - In a new year message addressed to the members of his Holy Synod, 
the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople has replied to appeals launched by the 
Pope for the return of the Eastern Christians to unity with the Holy See, 


"In the course of the present holidays", the Patriarch Athenagoras said, "which 
are centred around the Upiphany of our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ, who manifested 
Himself in the East, we find it proper to hope and pray that, in this season when 
the thoughts of all Christians are turned toward the East, whence 'the Prince of 
Peace and the everlasting Father' (Isaiah 9:6) came, the Holy Church of Rome may 
also in a brotherly spirit turn toward the East." 


The Patriarch's message responded to references included in the Pope's message 
to the world at the time of his enthronement last October and renewed in his Christ- 
nas message. 


Commenting on the exchange of appeals the Athens paper "Kathimerini" said that 
"the oroblem of church unity, which his Holiness the Patriarch Athenagoras touched 
upon in his reply to the leader of the Western Church could be solved, as he rightly 
observed, if deeds were substituted for words. By deeds the churches of Christ 
could clear the ground for unione Already the Greek Orthodox Church is cooperating 
with the World Council of Churches, with which Catholicism refused to have anything 
to do. It would be important if the Holy See were first to reconsider its attitude 
toward this Council, and were to take part in its extensive social work", 
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The Athens comment goes on to say that “the union of Orthodoxy and the Church 
of the West is not sufficient to produce unity. The participation of the Protestant 
church in this unity is also needed. Indeed it could be possible for unity between 
Orthodoxy and Protestantism to be furthered and for union with the Church of the 
West to follow." EPS, Geneva 


Professor Schlink on atomic Warfare 


(Darmstadt, Germany) - Speaking at Darmstadt to a hundred pastors from the Province 
of Hesse, Theological Professor Edmund Schlink of Heidelberg presented theses, in 
which he appealed to Christians to do everything in their power to prevent atomic 
warfare. He said Christians must encourage universal horror of atomic weapons, at 
the same time not forgetting that these weapons were only one of the symptoms of an 
age which had even more terrifying forms of degeneration and destruction at its dis- 
posal in the form of biological weapons. The Church must strengthen those Christians 
who reject atomic weapons, he declared, because it is the task of Christians to suf- 
fer rather than to inflict suffering upon others. But these Christians must also 
realise that surrendering other people to a totalitarian system also means inflict- 
ing suffering, 


Christians should urge their governments to take unilateral steps to prove their 
desire for peace, Professor Schlink went on, such as stopping atomic tests, ceasing 
to stockpile atomic weapons, refusing to equip new countries with such weapons, and 
solemnly pledging themselves not to use atomic weapons for aggressive purposes. 
steps ef this kind might begin to relax tension. If the West unilaterally abandoned 
atomic weapons as a deterrent this would mean the end of freedom and therefore spir- 
itual death. This death could be demanded of Christians as a way of “dying with 
Christ", but it could not be demanded of the overwhelming majority of non-Christians, 
including those in the West, because "God does not desire the death of a sinner, 
but rather that he turn from his wickedness and live", 


Christians who assist in the fabrication of atomic weapons were warned by Dr. 
ochlink that the threat of atomic retaliation meant being prepared to use such wea- 
pons in the last resort. The danger always remains that atomic energy intended for 
peaceful purposes may be misused for military aims, he said, and it is not enough 
to prohibit the making of atomic bombs, Christians must do everything in their power 
to suppress warfare altogether. The important thing, according to Dr. Schlink, is 
that in the Church those who oppose atomic weapons and those who advocate them should 
preserve their fellowship and stand by one another, because neither stand sets people 
free from responsibility. EPS, Geneva 


New Translation of New Testament Completed 


(London) - The translation of the New Testament into current English, a project un- 
dertaken with the authority of all the major churches in britain, except the Roman 
Catholic, has been completed. 


The New Testament translation, which is a completely new one made from the orig- 
inal Greek texts, will be finally revised and prepared for publication in about 12 
months. It is expected that copies will be on sale in early 1961, The New Transla- 
tion will be published jointly by the Oxford and Cambridge University Presses. 


Completion of the New Testament translation is the first stage of the work of 
translating the whole Bible. Work is proceeding on the Old Testament and the Apocrypha. 


The aim is to provide a Bible in the English of today, free from the archaic 
language of the Authorized Version. Experimental translations of some passages were 
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_ made a number of years ago by a group of scholars at Oxford and Cambridge Universities. 
The Church of Scotland approached other churches and a conference was called. A 
Joint Committee, set up in 1947 to make the translations, has held its meetings in 
the Jerusalem Chamber of Westminster Abbey, where the makers of the Revised Version 
met in 1870-1884, 


The Joint Committee appointed four panels of scholars, to translate the New 
Testament, the Old Testament and the Apocrypha, with a fourth panel of literary ad- 
vVisers. 


Vice-chairman of the Joint Committee, and general director of the New Transla- 
tion, is the Rev. Dr. C., H. Dodd, of Oxford, Emeritus Professor of Divinity at Cam- 
bridge, internationally recognised as an eminent New Testament scholar. 


The Joint Committee consists of representatives of the Church of England, the 
Church of Scotland, the Methodist Church, the Congregational Union, the Baptist 
' Union, the Presbyterian Church of England, the Churches in Wales, the Churches in 
' Ireland, the Society of Friends, the British and Foreign Bible Society, and the Na- 
) tional Bible Society of Scotland. EPS, Geneva 


 Hilipino Bishop Bans YMCA Membership for Catholics 


(Manila) - Filipino Catholics in the rapidly growing frontier area of Cotabato in 

_ the southern Philippines have been banned from joining the YMCA by the diocesan 
bishop, Gerard llongeau, and from "participation, morally, materially and financially 
in the YMCA movement, such as student conferences, educational forums and leadership 
braining courses", 


“.s 4"" 


The bishop, in whose diocese some full-scale YiICA activities are headed by per-— 
manent residents and officials, issued a statement prohibiting Catholics from attend— 
ing all YMCA movements, claiming that "these activities deceived several Catholics, 

» because the real purpose in getting them to participate was to convert them to 
' Protestantism". A former citadel of islam, Cotabato is today a centre of Jesuit ac- 
tivity. 


Joining the bishop in his denunciation of the YMCA were members of the faculty 
of the Notre Dame college, one of the outstanding Jesuit institutions in the pro- 
vince. Bishop Mongeau complained about the successful recruitment of Catholics by 
_ the YMCA (see EPS No. 21/1958). EPS, Geneva 


| WSCF Begins World Study Drive in Asia 


(Rangoon) ~ The first conference in a world-wide study programme on The Life and Mis- 

- sion of the Church has been held by the World's Student Christian Federation in Asia 

(see EPS No. 46/1958). The subject of the conference was "God's People in God's 

' World". Bible studies led by Davis McCaughey of Australia and Paul Verghese of 
India set the direction of the daily study programme. 


Christian university students, delegates and speakers from twenty-five Asian 
countries and other parts of the world took part in the ten-day meeting. Similar 
conferences in other continents will lead up to a World Teaching Conference in Europe 
in July 1960. The intensive teaching programme, designed to "find a new definition 
of the Christian responsibility in the world and improved ways for the Church to 
carry out its mission™, will culminate in ten regional follow-up meetings after the 
summer of 1960. 
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More than 100 participants in the Rangoon conference, including fifteen pro- 
fessors of Asian universities, heard addresses on "The Logic of the Christian Mis- 
sion”, “The Life of the Church”, "The Life of the Nations*, other religious faiths, 
and new patterns of Christian service, 


Against this background delegates worked on "The Form of the Congregation", 
new patterns of service, “The Mission of the Church and Missions", and the Chris-— 
tian in relation to other world religions. 


The chairman of the conference was M. M, Thomas of India, who was also a main 
speaker, Other addresses were given by U Kyaw Than and U Ba Hmyn of Burma, Dean 
Notohamidjojo of Indonesia, Professor Hideyasu Nakagawa of Japan and Professor Davis . 
MeCaughey of Australia. Participants came from student Christian movements in Aus- 
tralia, Burma, Ceylon, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Okinawa, Korea, Malaya, 
New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, the United Kingdom, Can- 
ada, Cuba, Hthiopia, Germany, Iran, Kenya, Lebanon, Nigeria and the USA. WSCF staff 
members taking part were the Rev. Charles Long, the Rev. Robert S. Bates, the Rev. 
Frank G. Engel and Mr. Kentaro Shiozuki. HPS, Geneva 


An Brier 


In an impressive ceremony in Washington Cathedral the Right Rev. Arthur Carl 
Lichtenberger was installed as twenty-first presiding bishop of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States on January 14. Since 1940 Washington Cathedral 
has been the seat of the Church's presiding bishop as well as the Bishop of Washing-— 
ton. ae 
The Korean National Christian Council and the Korean Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs have jointly protested against a request for recognition 
of the Chinese People's Republic by the USA and its admission to the United Nations 
made last November by the World Order Study Conference held in Cleveland, USA. 


ek os 


Russian Orthodox Christian ceremonies in Moscow on January 7 were again reported 
crowded with worshippers. «A Christmas message calling for world peace was prepared 
by the Patriarch Alexei and read over Radio Moscow and in churches throughout the 
country. x x 


A new wave of arrests has taken place, directed particularly against pastors of 
the Hungarian Evangelical—Reformed Church in Transylvanian Rumania. Some of the men 
arrested were accused of having sympathised with the Hungarian revolution, and re- 
ceived heavy sentences. Dr. Laszlo Dezsd, pastor in Klausenburg, has been sentenced 
to eight years' hard labour. The arrests follow similar measures taken against Ru- 
manian Orthodox leaders and priests (see EPS No. 46/1958). 
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The Right Rev. Oliver Tomkins was consecrated Bishop of Bristoi in Westminster 


_ Abbey on Epiphany Day, January 6. The new bishop is chairman of the Working Commit— 


tee of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches and a former 
WCC associate general secretary. a 


"Tokyo Calling", the official report of the Fourteenth World Convention of the 


World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association held last August, 


has been compiled by J. M. Macdougall Ferguson and issued by the Religious Educa- 
tion Press in England. WPS, Geneva 


Digitized by the Internet Archive = 
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A Special Report 
Europe's Churches to Cooperate Regionally 


(Nyboreg, Denmark) - For the first time on record an overwhelming majority of the Pro- 
testant and Orthodox churches of Europe have decided to establish methods of contin-~ 
uing cooperation (see EPS No. 47/1958). 


At the close of a Kuropean Church Conference held in Denmark, January 6-9, 125 
official delegates and other participants from national Christian councils and coop-— 
erative bodies in 22 countries heard plans approved for a provisional committee of 


_ four members to draft a programme of study and future action, The planning group will 


Sry 


be associated with a wider consultative group of 11 members drawn from both sides of 
the iron curtain, 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, Germany, referred in the conference's closing, ses- 
sion to the "miracle" that had kept together church leaders from widely different Chris- 
tian backgrounds and political settings. 


The general theme of the meeting, which brought together non-member as well as 


_ member churches of the World Council of Churches, was “European Christianity in 


— a” 


Today's Secularised World". The subject was chosen last August after church repre- 


' sentatives had agreed to hold the conference. Earlier attempts to establish re- 


gional Christian cooperation in Europe had been made by churchmen from many European 
countries, when informal international consultation took place at Liselund, Denmark. 
The Nyborg conference was the outcome of negotiation between the original "liselund 

Conference" and leaders of WCC member churches in an attempt to ensure geographical 

balance, presence of all major churches and official status for all delegates, 


A feature of the meeting at Nyborg was the active attendance of strong delega- 
tions from a number of Hastern Kuropean churches and countries. The Moscow Patri- 
archate of the Russian Orthodox Church sent Professor leo Parisski, vice-president 
of the theological academy in Leningrad, who said that his church would have sent 
bishops if the dates had not clashed with Russian Orthodox Christmas celebrations, 
The professor also predicted that the Moscow Church would send bishops, as observers 
with right to speak but not vote, to the WCC's Central Committee meetings on the 
Island of Rhodes next August. 


Other Eastern European delegates included Archbishop Jaan Kiivit of the Lutheran 
Church in Estonia, Archbishop Timotheus of the Polish Orthodox Church, two churchmen 
from Bast Germany (DDR), representatives of four churches in Czechoslovakia, a lu- 
theran from Yugoslavia, and three from Hungary. Pastor Gyula Murakdzy represented 
the Ecumenical Council of Hungary and Dr. Bohuslav Pospisil the Czechoslovak Council. 


“Hungary's delegation voiced concern about the independence of the new provision- 
al organisation from the World Council of Churches. The conference heard a report 
on this debate that said: 
"Certain problems have arisen in our committee. Some members, particularly our 
brethren from Hungary, feel that there is not sufficient guarantee that the indepen- 


- dence of the Conference of European Churches from the World Council of Churches will 


be clearly enough expressed. These misgivings were openly voiced, but the reasons 
underlying them could not be discussed in detail. In our opinion this conference is 


not the place to discuss the tensions that exist; but the committee was unanimous in 


thinking that at present it is not necessary to alter the present composition of the 
inner executive nor to strengthen it by appointing a full-time secretary. I% was 
emphasized several times in the committee that practical considerations could not 
be neglected and that the connection with Geneva facilitates organisational work in 


financial and other ways." 
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The provisional committee, Dr. Egbert Emmen, Netherlands Reformed Church, Arch~ 
bishop Jan Kiivit, Lutheran, USSR, and Bishop Hanns Lilje, Lutheran, Hanover, Ger- 
many, included Dr. Hans Harms, a member of the WCC's Geneva staff as secretary. 


The consultative committee of eleven named to work with these men is: Pro- 
fessor J. B. Soucek, Czechoslovakia, Professor Wantula, Poland, Pastor Gyula 
Murakézy, Hungary, Professor Leo Parisski (in contact with the Moscow Patriarchate) , 
Professor Jean Cadier, France, Professor Henri d'Espine, Switzerland, President 
Ernst Wilm, Germany, Bishop G. Noth, Germany, Bishop H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, Denmark, 
Canon Herbert Waddams, United Kingdom, The Metropolitan James of Melita, Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople representative, 


The theme of secularisation was worked out in a series of addresses, after 
Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin had introduced the subject in a speech on the con- 
ference's opening night in which he deprecated the widespread feeling that Europe 
was "a tired old man" and appealed for European Christians to rally to the defence 
of the responsible individual Christian man as a distinctive heritage that must be 
preserved, 


In an analytical survey of the drift of industrialised European populations 
away from the official churches Canon Edward H. Wickham, industrial chaplain in 
Sheffield, England, pointed to the importance of building new relationships with 
the administrators! and workers' organisations in large-scale industry. 


Professor Pierre Burgelin, in his address on the break-up of the official re- 
lationship between church and state that has prevailed in many parts of Europe since 
the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine, criticised "a kind of church paternalism 
which refuses to recognise that its members have reached maturity and continues to 
treat them like ignorant children”. The Paris professor of philosophy went on to 
ask for a much deeper understanding and programme by the churches to meet modern men 
in their secular attitudes and concerns. 


An address by the Metropolitan James of Melita, representative of the Ecumeni~ 
cal Patriarchate of Constantinople on the Orthodox contribution to Huropean culture 
set the stage for direct and positive participation in the meeting by a strong Or- 
thodox groupe A committee chaired by Pastor Martin Niemdller presented a report 
which strongly emphasized the Orthodox concern with the "sacralisation™ of the whole 
of society as counterbalance to "secularisation" and was widely regarded by con- 
ference participants as marking a new stage in the presentation of the Orthodox 
viewpoint to Protestants. 


Other speakers were Professors J. B. Soucek of Prague and Niels H. Spe of Copen- 
hagen on the common heritage and present responsibility of the European churches. In 
a committee report on this subject, two concerns came into the foreground. Dr. W. A. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, who had pre- 
viously told the meeting about regional cooperative effort hetween the churches in 
other continents, successfully urged the importance of making concern for underdevel- 
oped areas and work with and for the "younger churches" in the service of their 
neighbours a top responsibility of European Christians. lfastern and Western dele- 
gates also agreed that "it is the common task of Huropean churches to pray and work 
for renunciation of the use of atomic weapons by all the powers under an effective 
international system of inspection and control, and from the threat of their use", 


Most of the work of the conference as a whole was carred on in German as a first 
language, but translation was provided in English and in French. EPS, Geneva 


The text of the document outlining future plans is on page 7. Pictures available 
from WCC Information, Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Documents: 


COOPERATION BETWEEN THE CHURCHES OF EUROPE 


Report Received by the Conference of European Churches, 
Nyborg, Denmark, January 6-9, 1959 


if The committee used "the in between times" available to it. to draw some con- 
clusions from the conference and decide on the future form of the work that has been 
begun, 


The task is practical, both in meeting objections raised to overestimating its 
importance and in relation to proving that it is necessary. It must be said with 
gratitude that all the members of the committee, with different and yet complementary 
nuances, took a view expressed as follows: 


As European churches we have a task to undertake together from which we cannot 
and do not wish to exonerate each other. This task cannot be described better than 
in the themes chosen for special study at this meeting. Fraternally and with a com- 
mon mind we have perceived the task for which God, as head of His Church, wants to 
see and use us as His witnesses. We do not fail to recognise difficulties that are 
due to the differing histories and forms of church represented here. But, situated 
é8 we are in a Hurope divided by various ideologies, the common obligations imposed 
on us are greater than the differences between us, 


II The committee has recognised that this conference is, by its very nature, a 
first attempt, and wishes to be judged as such. As far as the form of organisation 
is concerned we advise the meeting to retain in its present form the preparatory conm-— 
mittee which organised this conference. We recommend that organisational machinery 
be limited as much as possible and that the provisional character of the whole under— 
taking be clearly underlined. The committee has great pleasure in unanimously ex— 
pressing its warmest thanks to the preparatory committee and to its three members, 
Dr. Emmen, Archbishop Kiivit and Bishop Lilje, and also to Dr. Harms for consenting 
to act as secretary of the conference in addition to his other duties. 


Certain problems have arisen in our committee. Some members, particularly our 
brethren from Hungary, feel that there is not sufficient guarantee that the indepen- 
dence of the Conference of Huropean Churches from the World Council of Churches will 
be clearly enough expressed. These misgivings were openly voiced, but the reasons 
underlying them could not be dismssed in detail. In our opinion this conference is 
not the place to discuss the tensions that exist; but the committee was unanimous in 
thinking that at present it is not necessary to alter the present composition of the 
inner executive nor to strengthen it by appointing a full-time secretary. It was 
emphasized several times in the committee that practical considerations should not 
be neglected and that the connection with Geneva facilitates organisational work in 
financial and other ways. 


III We consider it advisable for the work to be strengthened on a broader basis 
by appointing a consultative committee. The following names were proposed: Professor 
Soucek (Czechoslovakia), Professor Wantula (Poland), Pastor Murakiézy (Hungary), Pro- 
fessor Parisski (in contact with the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church), Professor Cadier (France), Professor d'Espine (Switzerland), President Wilm 
(Germany) , Canon Waddams (Great Britain) , the Metropolitan James of Melita, Ecumeni- 
cal Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

IV The Commission is convinced that the orderly sharing out of work within a 


wider circle would guarantee the exchange of information and personal contacts, and 
also the preparation of another meeting of the conference. The advisory commission 
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4 should also regard it as its special task to tackle problems which concern the chur~ 
ches in Europe, and draw the attention of the churches which are members of the con- 
ference to these problems, for the attention of special study-groups. 


| Ve Taking the wide view, the Committee unanimously requested the meeting to 
use every opportunity available to ensure that our common responsibilities become 
a bond of friendship between us, EPS, Geneva 


A NEW YEAR MESSAGE 


of His All-Holiness, the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I 


see EPS page 1 


Because our Holy Apostolic and Ecumenical See, and we personally, pray without 
ceasing for the union of the churches, we gladly welcome every sincere appeal for 
the sake of peace in the Church, And our gladness is naturally the greater when 
such a church union appeal comes from a Christian centre like ancient Rome. 


The sad picture of mankind today, living in the midst of trials caused by the 
lack of mutual understanding and the failure of peoples to live together in peace, 
compels the leaders of Christian churches to reconsider their dtuy. We have a com 
mon duty as religious leaders to make it known to the world that technological and if 
scientific achievements are not sufficient in themselves for building a new world a 
civilisation, for the very reason that no world Civilisation is possible unless it if 
is established on spiritual, religious and moral foundations. Christ is the only 
One who makes love, peace and justice possible among men, i 


aS te ee eee ee ee 


ee 


Therefore, in deepest consciousness of this duty, we declare the sincere willing 
ness of our Orthodox Church to continue in prayer and supplication for the peace ofa 
the whole world and to cooperate positively in practical ways for the advancement 
of the cause of church unity. 


a ae 


We are happy and most eager to cooperate with all. We already participate in, 
and fully collaborate with, the great inter--church organisations, and we are ready 
to enter into special contact with the ancient Roman Church to the end of alleviat— 
ing the “distress of nations with perplexity....for fear and for looking after these — 
_ things which are coming on the earth" (luke 21:25-26) and of realising man's hope 
_ for a happier perspective in regard to the future, 


7 i) a > EF ae) 


% ‘We consider it therefore more than opportune in the cataclysmic situation in 
_ which mankind lives today, that we, who are called by God to the task of looking 
after "that which cometh upon us daily and the care of all the churches" (IL Cor: 
11, 28), should meet and think together upon the most profound and imperative needs 
of the millions of faithful of our churches, so that they may be helped to find the 
‘solution or the alleviation of the problems that surround them. 


While during the present holidays our mind was fully dominated by such thoughts 
and questions, the news reached us, in an indirect way, of the renewed appeal of 
His Holiness, the Primate of the Roman Church, for the union of the churches. We 
greet this appeal in a brotherly spirit, for we interpret the appeal as a clear un 
derstanding that the spiritual forces, which are seen in their fulness and power in 
the ideal and most desirable state of unity which our Lord bequeathed to His Church, 
must truly meet again and become united. Such a uniting of spiritual forces Tstae 
course not possible in the present state of division and discord, which has existed 


' for centuries. 


' We further interpret this appeal, which was contained in His Holiness! Christmas 
message, as an indication that the meaning of Christmas is to be found not in some 
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vague conception of self-perfection or Christian virtue in general, but in the power 
which makes it possible for mortal man to rediscover his lost likeness to his all- 
perfect Creator; the message of Christmas shows us the way to that reconciliation 
among ourselves and with God which is demanded of all of us. 


We feel therefore more than convinced that every appeal for unity must be ac- 
companied by such concrete deeds and actions as are necessary to prove our inten- 
tions in full harmony with our works and which would bring the members of our chur- 
ches indeed closer to God, at least on the ground of practical Christianity for the 


present, and always in the spirit of equality, justice, spiritual freedom and mutual 
respect. 


In the course of the present holidays which are centred around the Epiphany of 
our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ, Who manifested Himself in the Kast, we find it 
proper to hope and pray that, in this season when the thoughts of all Christians 
are turned toward the East, whence “the Prince of peace and the Everlasting Father" 
(Is. 9: 6) came, the Holy Church of Rome may also in a brotherly spirit turn toward 
the East. This we wish and expect from His Holiness, the new Pope of Rome, John 
23rd, who is so well known, loved and respected in our church jurisdictions; and 
‘this wish is not ours alone, but it is the expectation of all Christians who hope 
Eto see the dawn of a real new year in Christ. EPS, Geneva 


